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GET INVOLVED
written by Guest April 29, 2021

-

Written by Logan Riggs.
As the school year comes to an end, it’s only appropriate for seniors like me to reflect on their college career as a
whole. This reflection process provides a lot of good memories for you to look back on, like the time you and your
friends got stuck in the slide at secret Sonic, that grade you worked really hard for in that class you did not like, or
that night that you talked with your friend about literally anything. As for me, I am extremely blessed and grateful that
I can look back on my Harding experience and think of mostly good memories, and I attribute that to my involvement.
During my freshman year, I was timid and a little scared of reaching outside of my comfort zone. I needed to start
looking for opportunities, which is one of the reasons that I am writing this article. After I started making connections,

I started to branch out and each year got better than the last. I had to learn that college is what you make of it. You
can only get out of it what you put in. With that being said, it might be hard to know where to start. Luckily, Harding
has a few ways to help you out.
The first one is probably the most obvious: social clubs. With over half of the students involved in social clubs, finding
people should not be a problem. With 30 clubs, half for girls and half for boys, it should not be too hard to find one
where you click with the members and fit in. The opportunity to run for an office in the club, attend different events
that the club hosts, and just form relationships with those in your club are just some of the ways that you can get
involved. I understand that clubs are not everybody’s thing, and I certainly think that you can have a fulfilling college
experience without joining a social club. There are still other ways to get involved.
Harding should be a place where you are encouraged to make faith your own and grow deeper in it. Part of this
includes finding a church for you to call home for the next few years. When you start your search, it might take a few
Sundays, but I want you to find one and stick with it instead of changing every couple of weeks. This allows you to
get to know the people at your church and form a relationship with them. Opportunities are abundant in the church,
from teaching children’s classes to even leading part of a service on Sunday mornings.
The last option I want to explore are classes. Being in college allows you to pick your own schedule, and to a certain
degree, explore any interests that you might have. Based on your interests and time available, certain classes can
open up opportunities that you didn’t even know existed. Internships might be offered that allow you to explore even
deeper.
My hope is that you have seen ways to get involved. There is a piece of advice that I think goes hand in hand with
getting involved: Be open. Be open to meeting new people and experiencing new things. Getting involved is only
available to those who are ready to receive it. College is meant to be a fun time, so be open and get involved.

JESUS, WHO CARES?
written by Guest April 29, 2021

Ben Lane, Student Writer

Written by Ben Lane.
When Lawrence Reed, author of “Was Jesus a Socialist?” spoke in the Benson Auditorium last Thursday, his speech
quickly morphed into a justification of capitalism as a Christian cause that denigrated socialism as a less-Christian
form of government.
Christians should not be worried about Jesus’ political ideology — he was a carpenter over 2,000 years ago who
probably had no semblance of what a socialist or capitalist government was. He, everyone who bought into his
speech, and everyone on the opposite end who thinks socialism is more Christian, is missing the purpose of
Christianity: I can be Christian and be a socialist. I can be Christian and be a capitalist. I don’t see the issue as long
an individual gives to people who need help.

The question “Was Jesus a socialist?” is explosive to Christianity like fuel is to fire. It immediately draws the mind
to think Jesus was a capitalist instead of considering who he is. It’s divisive, shortsighted and completely
unnecessary.
Throughout my Bible classes at Harding — though my studies may be less in-depth than Reed’s self-proclaimed
reading of the New Testament three times in its entirety — I have never had the slightest hint of a favorable
economic system. This line of questioning is useless and will only further divide our University, our families and our
friends, our nation and our world. Most importantly, it will further divide Christians from their neighbors in need.
How can Christians approach the world if we divide ourselves on political lines? Does Christianity depend on an
economic ideology? Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and give to God what is God’s. Who cares if you are a
socialist? Who cares if you are a capitalist? Who cares whatever title you place on yourself or whatever title you
were born into? It doesn’t matter. Jesus commanded we help those in need around us; he didn’t command we base
our government on an economic ideology.
When we get to the pearly gates, Jesus will not ask us if we are a socialist or a capitalist. Matthew 25:34-35 says
this will be the final judgement:
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the
world. For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me
into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you
visited me.”
Matthew 25:40 goes on to say, “I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and
sisters, you were doing it to me.”
We are wasting our time discussing Jesus’ economic policies. To the college of business administration, who
hosted the event, and to those who justify capitalism’s shortcomings using Christianity, I’d like to remind them that
the love of money is the root of all evil. To those who say socialism is a Christian cause, I say to them that noncompulsory giving is a fundamental belief in Christianity.
“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul,” Mark 8:36.
Harding is better than this. Jesus is the poor and the needy, and it’s our purpose to help him — not to argue over
his economic ideology. Twenty percent of Searcy residents are living in poverty while we listen to the Larry Reeds of
the world preach about money. I think we can make better use of our time.

LADY BISONS SOFTBALL TEAM WELCOMES 2020 AND
2021 GRADUATES FOR SENIOR NIGHT
written by Guest April 29, 2021

Graphic by Isabelle Cutts

Written by Madison Meeks.
The Lady Bisons softball team competed in a doubleheader April 17 at home against Northwestern Oklahoma State
University. The Lady Bisons won 10-2 in the first game and 8-0 in the second game.
After the game, the team celebrated senior night, including some class of 2020 players. The 2020 seniors
celebrated were Katie Carney, Aidan Nichols Dunn, Lindsay Duncan Shields and Mary Mills Lochala. The 2021
seniors celebrated were catcher Briley Feringa, infielder Amanda Fields, pitcher Emma Dwyer, pitcher Emily Garrett,
student assistant Taylar Clark and graduate assistant Haley Giorgini.
“My senior year has been nothing short of perfect,” Fields said. “We could make the most out of a tough
situation with COVID being a significant obstacle, and I think this year has been the best it could have ever been. As
a senior, all we want is to make the year special, and we did that.”

As the ceremony announced the senior players of 2020, the positive role the women had on the team and the
Harding community was evident.
“Senior night was bittersweet,” Dwyer said. “In my four years of playing, I am trying to soak up these last few
weeks. The time has flown by. Harding softball has brought so many amazing relationships into my life, and I am so
thankful for all of it.”
Through the year of unforeseen challenges, the seniors said they are grateful to have finished the season
strong and reflect on the hard work they have put in to make the program the best it can be.
“I have played Harding softball for five years,” Feringa said. “I started in 2017 as a freshman, [which was] the
year we won the conference tournament. I have loved my time playing at Harding. I think what makes our team so
strong is that we have our priorities straight: We keep God first, family second, academics and then softball. Both
groups of seniors have put their heart and soul into leaving this program better than we found it. We are so proud of
our team, and we know we are leaving it in good hands.”
Senior night was bittersweet for many as the current team reunited with Lady Bisons of 2020, along with the
news of head coach Phil Berry retiring.
“I am so happy for Coach Berry in his upcoming retirement,” Feringa said. “It was an honor to play for him in
the last five years.”

LADY BISONS TRACK WINS GAC CHAMPIONSHIP
written by Stoth April 29, 2021

Freshman Mariah Miller participated in the triple jump event on March 20. | Photo courtesy of Jeff Montgomery.

The Lady Bisons Track and Field team traveled to Southern Arkansas University in Magnolia April 15-17 to
participate in the Great American Conference (GAC) Championships. With 324.5 points, Harding defeated Oklahoma
Baptist University, who was in second place, by 91.5 points. This past competition was the fourth GAC
Championship win for the Lady Bisons, with the past championships occurring in 2016, 2017 and 2019.
“I’m so proud of the team,” Jessica Withrow, assistant coach of the team, said.
Head coach for track and field Don Hood spoke about his favorite parts of participating in the GAC.
“Track is really hard because you can’t hide like you can in other sports,” Hood said. “When they call your name, you
gotta perform. Helping athletes learn to deal with stress and pressure and the enjoyment of helping them improve is
really fun. Rivalries are fun . . . The one thing about the [GAC], [is that] all the coaches get along pretty well. That
makes it a lot more fun. Everyone was very congratulatory towards the good things and very sympathetic towards
the not-so-good things.”

With the Lady Bisons leading the GAC, Hood also won the GAC Women’s Coach of the Year Award.
“That’s one of those things — if you have a good team, you have a good coach,” Hood said. “We had the best team
in the conference this year and that made me look really good. Our assistant coaches are fantastic. There’s no way
that one person deserves the ‘of the year award.’ It’s a program award is how I see it. That makes me feel good
about where we are as a group and to be honored in that way.”
For several of the freshman competitors, this was their first time competing in the GAC Championship. Freshman
Mariah Miller was a long jump, triple jump and 400-meter competitor. Miller won the triple jump by three feet.
“My experience at the GAC was pretty awesome,” Miller said. “As a freshman, it was my first ever conference meet,
and the atmosphere was very intense. Though there was a lot of pressure, we all stayed focused, and we
competed.”
Along with the freshmen competing, there were also many who had competed in the conference throughout their
college experience. Senior Cara Mason competed in shot put, hammer and discus. Mason won both the shot put and
hammer events.
“I always love the conference,” Mason said. “It’s the one meet of the year where you are competing for your team,
and it’s not just about getting PRs but doing your best so your team can win. It’s also a great time just to be with your
teammates and get to cheer them on — then, finally winning and all of your team’s hard work has paid off. It’s the
most rewarding. All of those early mornings, hard lifts and everything you’ve done up to this point has finally paid off.”

STUDENTS GET CREATIVE WITH TRANSPORTATION
METHODS ACROSS CAMPUS
written by Elizabeth Dillard April 29, 2021

A student boards to class between the George S. Benson Auditorium and the Olen Hendrix Building. | Photo by Aud
Jackson.

On Harding’s campus, students use a variety of vehicles and methods to travel, including walking, bikes, scooters,
skateboards and longboards.
Junior D’Artagnan Deuel, for instance, said he navigates around campus by using his skateboard.
“Most people would probably recognize it as the monster truck that I stand on,” Deuel said.
Deuel has been using the same skateboard since he was 16, with every part having been replaced except the risers.
He started using it on campus his freshman year to help him get to his classes on time.
Senior Spencer Savage, on the other hand, has been using a scooter since last year. He said he enjoys the speed
and portability a longboard provides but prefers a scooter as it has handles that keep him safer.
“Everyone should get a scooter,” Savage said. “10/10 investment.”

Sophomore Jessica Simmons uses her bicycle, not only within campus, but to travel farther than across Harding’s
campus. She has gone to Sonic, ridden around houses in Legacy, and she and a group of her friends have even
gone through the Slim Chickens drive-thru on their bikes.
“When I have some free time, riding my bike is a great way to clear my head and get some time alone meandering in
some of the residential streets behind campus,” Simmons said. “It’s a peaceful study break.”

STUDENTS REFLECT ON PARENTS’ UNIVERSITY
INSTRUCTION
written by Guest April 29, 2021

Dr. Kathy Helpenstill, associate professor of social work, poses for a photo with her daughter, junior Elaine Helpens
in her office on April 28. | Photo by Namon Pope.

Written by Ben Lane.
While many students enter their semesters knowing very little about their professors, this is not the case for some
students who have had classes with family members.
Junior Elaine Helpenstill and sophomores Gracie Metheny and Davis Morgan have each had one of their respective
parents as an instructor on campus, and they all said the experience gave them a new point of view.
Helpenstill said she was able to utilize her mother Dr. Kathy Helpenstill, associate professor of behavioral science,
more than other students because she understood Helpenstill’s educational needs better than other students
because of their relationship. Helpenstill said she believes her peers benefit from her close relationship with her

mom. She feels comfortable with her mother, which she said allows her to ask the tough questions and be blunt and
straightforward more than other students in the classroom. After taking a class with her mother, Helpenstill said she
knows and understands her mother more fully and has gained more respect for her.
“I’ve gotten to see another side to her that I didn’t know before … It also gives me an appreciation for how much it
takes to be a college professor,” Helpenstill said.
Metheny enrolled in a personal finance course taught by her father Dr. Glen Metheny, associate professor of
business. She said it was fun to have her father as her professor. She enjoyed her father becoming friends with her
friends and telling stories about her that were relevant to the class. Unlike Helpenstill, who feels more comfortable
asking questions in class with her mother as the teacher, Metheny said she felt like she was less open with her
questions in the classroom setting with her father.
“For his class, I would try to do [classwork] on my own, and then if I couldn’t figure it out, I would approach him,”
Metheny said.
Metheny also felt like her class was easier to understand because her father is a familiar voice that made class
easier to listen to.
Growing up, Metheny said she always saw her father grading schoolwork, but she didn’t understand why he spent
time grading. Metheny said she has a greater respect for her father’s work ethic and dedication to students.
“Now, after being in his class and doing the homework and turning it in, it’s like, ‘Wow, you devote so much time out
of the classroom to do things for us in the classroom,’” Metheny said. “That was something I never got to see before I
came to college.”
Morgan, son of head basketball coach Jeff Morgan, plays guard for the Bison basketball team. Morgan said playing
for his dad is a “unique and awesome” experience that not many other people have, and that he is “richly blessed”
because of it. As the coach’s son, Morgan said there is a stereotype that he will act “cocky.” Morgan, though he has
not experienced negativity from the team as the coach’s son, has always tried to distance himself from that
stereotype by earning his position on the team.
Like Metheny and Helpenstill, Morgan has a greater appreciation for his father since he has seen how his father
acts around the players.
“Honestly, I don’t see much difference between how he acts with his family and how he acts with players because
he treats them as family,” Morgan said.

